OUR AMBASSADOR KING

biographical study. But if the author lacks certain
advantages which the future biographer will be able to
command, nonetheless he has had other advantages
which will be denied to that other. For to be alive with
his subject, to be in touch with his thoughts and interests,
to feel the force of the currents of opinion and vogue
which are running through the years of his life, this is
much gain to the biographer. Therefore to that student
of a later time, the present writer ventures to offer this
counsel: if he would discover the true relation of the
Prince of Wales to the times in which he lived and to
the people of that period, let him study the humani-
tarian movements which the Prince has led and sup-
ported ; let him also apply himself to an examination
of the Prince's addresses against their historical back-
ground. However fascinating he may find the task of
unravelling the Prince's intimate character, he must take
care not to be led into the mists of psycho-analysis,
lest the finished portrait be clouded beyond recognition.
If he would complete a portrait in which the little com-
plexities have fallen into place and in which the features
are clearly limned, let him concentrate chiefly upon the
solid achievements of the Prince's life. And if he would
lucidly show which motives were subservient and which
were dominant, let him recall the outstanding examples
among the Prince's public utterances and appeals, for it
is often in these that his personality is resolved and made
manifest.

In case this book, by any outside chance, should fall
into that future biographer's hands, the author is making
sure that he will be able to refer to one at least of those
appeals. It was a message sent at the end of 1934 to
tnose who had assembled for the Toe Hx birthday
festival in Leicester. Because it is so clear and vivid an

1 The Morse form of T.H., the initials of Talbot House,
Poperinghe, behind Ypres. During the war Talbot House was
Everyman's Club. Since then the aim of the organisation has
been to maintain and strengthen the original spirit of fellowship.
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